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Greg Chwerchak Sends His                    
Greetings From the Shore 

by Jessica Wall 

 

Director Greg Chwerchak’s first feature film “grew out of a sunset in Malibu” but is without a 
doubt a love song to New Jersey. Greetings From the Shore, an independent film that’s 
been winning numerous festival awards and capturing the hearts of audience members 
wherever it’s screened, is in select theaters now and its creators couldn’t be more excited. 
”Greetings has been a labor of love for a lot of people and it’s deeply satisfying to put 
something like that out in the world,” Chwerchak explains.  

The coming-of-age tale, written by Chwerchak and Gabrielle Berberich, tells the story of 
bright-eyed Jenny (Kim Shaw) who spends her last summer before college at the Jersey 
Shore where she’s hired at a local yacht club to teach English to a group of very 
uncooperative waiters. Recovering from the recent death of her father, Jenny befriends a 
local mechanic (Paul Sorvino) and falls in love with a mysterious sailor (David Fumero), 
while the yacht club’s hidden world floats to the surface upon the return of the power-
hungry Commodore (Jay O. Sanders).  

Before the movie’s theatrical release Chwerchak spoke with MM about releasing his first 
feature and why he wants the world to know how beautiful New Jersey really is.  

Jessica Wall (MM): From relative newcomer Kim Shaw to prolific long-time actor 
Paul Sorvino (Goodfellas, Romeo + Juliet), the cast of Greetings From the Shore is 
made up of actors with a variety of acting backgrounds. What was it like directing 
a cast with such a wide range of experience? How did their different backgrounds 
affect the atmosphere on set?  

Greg Chwerchak (GC): The actors in the film are amazing and I can’t sing their praises 
enough. From the moment we arrived on location at the Jersey Shore, the cast was one big 
family. The four actors who play the foreigners, for example, had never met before, yet all 
agreed to share a house at the Shore. They’re playing sailors who’ve been on boats 
together for years and their characters should know each other inside and out. So the actors 
moved in together. They cooked meals together, played poker, learned to crab, drank 
excessively and kicked a soccer ball nonstop. By the time we began filming, their rivalries 

 



and affections were second nature. It was amazing. It was like watching four men who’d 
spent their entire lives together. I think that, in a nutshell, is what makes directing actors in 
an independent feature different than anything else. No actor shows up to an indie film set 
for a paycheck; they’re there because they love it, because they relish working with other 
actors who live and breathe the process. I was extremely fortunate to have such a great 
ensemble for my first feature. The casting was perfect. Most days I just got to show up on 
set and watch pros do what they do best.  

MM: You’re a New Jersey native and Gabrielle Berberich based the story on her 
own experiences at the Jersey Shore. What was it like to film at a location so close 
to both of your hearts?  

GC: The Jersey Shore was the first character in the screenplay. Literally. Before Gabrielle 
and I ever wrote one word of the script, we took a trip to Lavallette, the coastal town where 
Gabrielle spent every summer growing up. We walked around and talked to locals and 
began to cobble together all these wonderful moments that had happened to Gabrielle in 
this town. So before there was ever a “Jenny” or a “Benicio” or a “Commodore,” there was 
the Jersey Shore. It’s a fascinating place—almost timeless. Families return to rent houses 
on the same streets in the same towns for generations. Kids grow up with their school 
friends and their shore friends. It’s hard to put in words, which is maybe why we put it in 
pictures. New Jersey has taken its knocks over the years, so Gabrielle and I wanted to make 
a film that was a tribute to the New Jersey that we knew. In shooting, then, there was a 
pressure. We didn’t want to let down all the Jersey folks that shared our feelings for the 
shore.  

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


